T
v

I grs _‘.
e iy -\,_‘_l.
LY i -

; ’

ity life

L T m "'; :

Saturday 22 February 2020 2

Deccan Chronicle !

Pink to the rescue

Once a lawyer, Manasi Chaudhari decided her calling was instead
in empowering women on their legal rights in the country

SASHIDHARADIVI | e
DECGAN CHRONICLE

It was around 11 pm one nighl
in July 2017 when Manasi
Chaudhar!  comploted  her

shopping for her 26ih  birthday
which was just three days away But
ua ghe turned her car into the Jubilee
Hills road on which her house stood,
her ear hod feathertouch collusion
with another: What ensued was
unbellevable,

“Pwo guys got down from thelr car
and storbed streaming and huacling
abuses at me, They threatened and
seared me, banged on my car's bon
niot, doors and window, and broke my
car's side mirvor They were not lis.
tening to me even while 1 gestured
thit 1 will park the car by the side
and talk to them,” says Mannsi,
recalling the scary incldent. “They
aven triod to open my cor door.”

Muanasi, who graduated In
BALLB, (Hons) from the dindol
Global Law School in Delhi, in 2016,
tell us that she then clicked a plcture

of thelr car's number plate. This"

madle drove them berserk.

However, Manasi mannged to reach
home, and told her parents about the
ordeal, She wanted to take action,

but her parents, fearing a possible
retallation, advised her to forget the
eplsode. How could she not pursue
the case to prosecute the oys despite
bedng o lawyer! In 2008 shia hidl assist-
el Supreme Court Justice 1LY,
Chandrachud on three landmark
Judgments-377 thomosexuality),
Sabrimala Temple, and decriminali-
gation of adultery. She deelded tofol
low hor instinet.

“The next morndng | reglstered o
detailed complaint ot the Jubllee
Hills police station with the SHE
teams using the ear number 1 had
clicked an image of, 16 1 had not
taken any action, those guys would
vorm around thinking that 1 s okay
b assault o glel without having to
face the consequences of their
aetion. Teouldn't aceept that*

‘ Pink Legal explains all
women-related laws (ranging
from eve-teasing, sexual
harassment at workplace, abortion -
_and rape to domestic violence,
‘inkeritance of property and cyber
hullying) in a very easy-to-
unde d manner
— Manasi Chaudhari,
founder Pink Legal

PORTAL FOR INFORMATION

On her 26th Blvthdoy, Manasi got o
call from the SHIS teams, saying that
they had nabbed two youngsters. Not
imagining it she wonld ever speal
her birthday in a poliee station,
Munasi nevertheless wont in to il
the bwo boys sitting there with telr
heads bent down, Thiy'd olleved
unconditional apology

That weas also when she wondered
b 18 wonalel e Deon Bad that el
dent happened to an ordinary girl
St was then 1 odeclded o educate
women about thelr rights" she
recalls

Manasl decided o create g portal
called ‘Pink Legal', which will
lounch on March & (Internstional
Women's Bay), "Pink symbolises
women and Legal refors (o the low”
explidng Mansl,

“Phe portal would enable and
gimpower women to understand the
Tevwe ol clisaid wiith adl lehnls of violenl
belivioun The woebsite, which comes
with o dedieated WhatsApp numbor
for women to get in t:nu::[\I for nasls
e, will faetlitote all the Informa-
tion needed aronnd women's legal
rights In o stmple understandable

format.”
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